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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Distinguish Youth Delegates 

 

Delegates from over 90 countries of various youth 

organizations, civil society movement, the private sector, and 

academia are here this week in the house of UNESCO for this 

Forum. You are here because we, at UNESCO, believe that 

youth is an important partner for any policy making which 

affects the lives of young people. For the next three hours we 

will be exploring the overarching theme of this year’s Youth 

Forum, that is, “How Youth Drive Change?” 

 

There are five parallel sessions taking place today, organized 

by each of the programming sectors and the Communication 

and Information Sector is pleased to be organizing the session 

which focuses on “Changing the world through the Internet: 

opportunities and challenges” 

 

I believe that this session complements very well the overall 

thematic agenda of the 2011 Youth Forum that is designed to 

specifically showcase how youth can drive social change 

towards peace and economic opportunity. 
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Today’s session is further divided into to two discussions. The 

first, “Youth, Gender Perspective, and ICT” aims to connect 

the development of ICTs, in terms of career choices and 

employment, through a gender perspective. We will also be 

taking a look at the connection between ICT and raising the 

awareness of HIV/AIDS issues. We are fortunate today to 

have Ms Jasna Matic who is the State Secretary for the Digital 

Agenda from the Republic of Serbia who will be talking about 

the “Girls in ICT Initiative” as well as our colleagues from 

UNAIDS, Ms Mikaela Hildebrand, who will be introducing a 

new youth strategy to better involve young people in HIV 

prevention. 

 

The second discussion, “Youth, Freedom of Expression and 

Social Media” focuses on the very important and current issue 

regarding the right the freedom of expression especially 

through the use ICT, such as social networking and social 

media. We have been encouraged by the events taking place 

globally where young people from Egypt to Libya are 

exercising their fundamental human rights facilitated by new 

media. As the Director-General of UNESCO, Mrs Irina 

Bokova, said “the mighty wind of ‘Arab Spring’ has amazed us 

with the capacity of young people to widen the horizons of 
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possibility. The year 2011…will be remembered as the year 

young people chose to take up the torch of human dignity”.  

We are joined by Ms Jane Chesher, the founder of the Friends 

Without Border Campaign and Ms Gigi Ibrahim, Egyptian 

journalist, blogger, and social activist. I fully expect this 

session to be a lively and spirited discussion.  

 

Before I finish, I would like to emphasize that one of our tasks 

today is to come up with two recommendations which will be 

submitted as part of the Youth Forum 2011 Report to the 36
th

 

session of the UNESCO General Conference which will take 

place next week.  

 

This Report will be presented to the plenary of the General 

Conference, as well as during thematic roundtables and 

related programme commissions, by you, the Youth 

Delegates. The UNESCO Youth Forum is institutionalized as 

an integral part of the UNESCO General Conference; thereby 

it is among the few regular mechanisms, at the global level, 

which allow youth to submit their recommendations to 

representatives of national governments. 
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I hope we will be able to make the most of this opportunity 

which enables the voice of young people to be heard on the 

global arena.  

 

I wish you all have a fruitful discussion. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


